The Short-tailed Albatross Diomedea albatrus is an endangered species breeding only on Torishima in the Izu Shoto, but possibly also on Minami-kojima in the Senkaku Retto, the southwestern Ryukyu Islands. Recent counts of adult birds at the breeding ground indicate that the breeding population on Torishima has been increasing in numbers steadily but very slowly; however, the production of young was smaller than expected. During the last two decades the vegetation on the nesting ground has become stunted possibly as a result of plants' overcrowding effect. I have suggested that this change should be a probable factor contributing to low breeding output (Hasegawa 1978 On 19 Nov. 1977 and 17 Nov. 1978 , I approached Torishima (1130 , but due to rough sea and swell I was unable to land on the island at either time. However, from the vessel heaving several hundred meters offshore of Tsubame-zaki, I was able to observe the albatrosses on the nesting slope. Since Short-tailed Alba-trosses are large and white, they are very conspicuous in the stunted vegetation and in good view. The birds present were counted with the aid of binoculars (8x) and checked by the pictures taken with 500mm tele-lens later. This is the largest out of recent counts.
Since the clutch census has not been made in recent years, it is not known how many pairs are actually breeding. It may be, however, estimated roughly by using an empirical relation of the number of clutches to that of adult birds attending the nesting grounds at a given time in the incubation period on one hand, and by analysing pictures taken at November visits on the other. After 1972/73 season when 24 young fledged (Tickell 1973 (Tickell , 1975 , the production of young was smaller (Table 1 ). In March 1978 at least 12 chicks, but apparently not larger than 20, were reared (from pictures). In March 1979, 22 well-fed chicks were present: 18 of them were in the west area and the rest in the east; most of the chicks were sitting on the bare ground close to or in the vegetation patches.
This fairly good production in 1978/79 might have been partially due to mildness in that winter.
In the late 1950's and early 1960's M. sinensis grew tall through the management by the staff of the Meteorological Station. The plants were removed to make take-off/landing field and transplanted elsewhere to prevent soil erosion of the nesting grounds. Fertilizer was also used to promote plants' growth. The Short-tailed Albatrosses at that time preferred the east area to the west, and most of the young fledged from there (Table 2) ; but the young survived settled in the west area which was not crowded, though less suitable for breeding. The low breeding success, especially higher egg loss, in the west in those seasons may be attributable to lessexperience of the pairs nesting in the west. Recently, however, the production of young is reversed; and it seems overall breeding success is lower than before, particularly in the east area, where although almost as many apparent adults as in 
